
alnusINDEX : Indexed by A-Z groupings. (See picture table of contents) 

Coincid.K - Kompound leaflets, L Lobes, P Pigment & S Samaras.  

Subscripts indicate #, ac acorns, as asymmetrical, b brown, bcl bract 

clusters, be berry, cl cluster, cn cone, cp capsules, dr drupes, eg egg-

shape, el elliptical / oval, g green, gb green brown, h heart shape, hk 

husks, hp hips, ln lance shape, o orange, p purple or pink, pm pomes, 

pp peapod, r red, rn round, y yellow, yb yellow brown;  

apple D Oel Q5 V1 

alder: speckled alder Meg T2 Y4  arrowwood Q4 

ashes: black ash H K7 Pgb X1 white ash I1 K7 Pp Pyb S1 X 

aspens: large-toothed aspen E Meg Py trembling aspen E Meg Po Py Y4  

barberry U2                               basswood / linden I2 Nas Py S2 Y2 

beaked hazelnut Meg Py  S2 Y1  

beech A J1 Oel Pyb Y1 

birches: gray birch A J4 L1 Py Y4 white birch B J3 Meg Py Y4 yellow 

birch B J6 Nh Py T2 Y4  

blackberry K5 Pp Q5              blueberry Pr  

buckthorn: European buckthorn U5 glossy buckthorn Oel Q5 U5 alder-

leaved buckthorn U5  bunchberry Pp 

cherries: black cherry D Oln Po Q2 U2 chokecherry Meg Q2 U2 pin 

cherry C J1 Oln Pp Q3 U3 chokeberry: black chokeberry Q5 V1 

cinquefoil Pp  

dewberry / dwarf raspberry K3 Q5 

dogwood: alternate-leaved Meg Pp Q4    red osier Meg Q4 U4  

dwarf raspberry see dewberry                            eastern ninebark L3 Q3 Y2 

elderberry: common elderberry K7 Q4 U4 red elderberry K7 Q1 U1 

elm I3 Nas Py X3               grape Py                   

hawthorn L7 Q5 V1 highbush cranberry L3 Q4  hobblebush Nh, Pp Q4 U4   

honeysuckle: fly R; northern bush Oel R  

hophornbeam / ironwood G J4 Oel Py X4 huckleberry, black R 

Indian pear / serviceberry F Oel Py Q5 V1      ironwood (See hophornbeam)   

Labrador tea Q3   linden (See basswood)  

locust: black locust I3 K7 Pgb Q6 W  London plane D L5 Py 

maples: crimson king maple I1 L5 X2 Freeman maple L5 Manitoba maple 

/ box elder H K7 Py S2 X2 mountain maple E L3 Po S1 X2 Norway 

maple I1 L5 Py S2 X2 red maple G J1 J5 J6 L3 Pr S1 X2 silver 

maple G L5 striped maple F L3 Py R X2 sugar maple G K5 Po S1 

X2 bloodgood Japanese maple L7 X2 

meadowsweet Pp Q1 Y2 

mountain ash: American mountain ash Q4  northern (showy) mountain ash 

C K7 Pyb V1 See Q4 mountain holly Oel 

oaks: burr oak I2 L7 Pyb Y3 English oak L7, Y3 northern red oak I3 J2 L7 

Pr T1 Y3 white swamp oak L7  Plane, London D L5 Py 

poison ivy K3 Pp Po   poplar: balsam poplar E Meg Py white poplar E L5 

rhodora Q6    rose: pasture rose Po V2 rugosa rose V2 multi flora rose Q6  

serviceberry (See Indian pear)  

spruce J1 J3  

staghorn sumac K7 Pp Q1 U1 

tamarack / larch Pyb 

Virginia creeper K5 Pr virgins bower / Virginia clematis K3  

wild raisin / witherod Oln Pp Q4 U4  

willow I2 J2 Oln Y                         witch-hazel Nas Py S2 Y2 

 

FURTHER BARK KEYS:  
Bark colors: WHITE: gray birch A; white birch B; WHITE POWDERY trembling 

aspen E; SILVER: old pin cherry C; LIGHT GRAY: Indian pear F; red maple 
F; GRAY: muscled: beech A; warty lenticel mountain ash C; cracks > strips red 

maple G; rough sugar maple G; GREENISH GRAY: large-toothed aspen E; 

GREEN: striped maple F mountain ash C GREENISH BROWN: balsam poplar 
E; northern red oak I3; REDDISH BROWN pin cherry C; black cherry D; 

Horizontal Fine Cracks: balsam poplar E; sugar maple G; basswood / linden I2; black 

locust I3; CREATING BLOCKS London plane D;  
Horizontal wrinkles: beech A; trembling aspen E; 

Vert. cracks show inner bark: ORANGE or RED: black cherry D; large-toothed aspen 

E; sugar maple G; Norway maple I1; northern red oak I3; American elm I3  
Spongy Ridges: white ash I1; basswood / linden I2; American elm I3; 

Smells / tastes: WINTERGREEN: yellow birch B; BALSAM SMELL (and sticky): 

balsam poplar E; SALICIN: trembling aspen E; large-toothed aspen E; balsam 
poplar E; willow I2; ALMOND: black cherry D; 

 

Hardwood, Shrubs, and .ÁÔÕÒÅȭÓ $ÙÎÁÍÉÃÓ  
of the Maritimes and Northern New England  

By Norris Whiston 4945 Hwy 311, Tatamagouche, Nova Scotia B0K 1V0 

norrisw@ns.sympatico.ca  902-657-3476.  © Canada 2018 Norris Whiston 

All rights reserved. NO PARTS MAY BE REPRODUCED 

WITHOUT PERMISSION  June 25, 2020 Version 

    
A ï Smooth Bark                 B ï Bark with Peels            C - Warty Hort. Lenticel 

     
D ï Warty Lent. > Scales      E ï Diamond Lenticel >     F ï Stripes > Vert. Crack    

     
G ï Vert. Crack > Vert. Strips H Ridges Broken  I  ïVert. Ridges: fine, wide, weave             

J ï Cankers, Galls, Burls, Sapsucker Holes, Scars, Frost Cracks 

Compare your plantôs bark, leaf, fall color, seed, or flower with the 

pictorial table of contents to select the group it belongs.  Under ñLeavesò youôll 

find uses for animals and people. In ñNature Dynamicsò you will find the 

mutualism of nature.  

     
K ï Compound Leaves            L  ï Lobed Leaves            M  ï Round & Egg-Shaped 

      
N Asym; Heart; O Oval, Elliptical, & Lance [P ï Fall Pigments] Q Flower Cluster 

    
R Lobed, Bell, or Urn       S Tiny, Scrawny, or No Petals              T Catkins 

     
U ï Berry clusters                        V Pomes, Hips                       W Peapods 

     
X Samaras                   Y Husks, Capsules, Acorn, Cones   Zï Natureôs Dynamics   
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A Smooth Bark  

 

Beech             A J1 Oel Pyb Y1 
Fagus grandifolia  

 
beech: elliptical, coarse-teeth pleats 

 
American beech Rec. Park, Bible Hill  

 
American beech Earltown Mt. 

 
American beech Rec. Park, Bible Hill 

 
American beech Rec. Park, Bible Hill 
 

American Beech 
CONTAINS: Sabinene 

BARK: Smooth light gray > with a 

few horiz. wrinkles in branch arm 

pits. Some beech get bark disease 

or circular beech canker. See J1.  

HABITAT: Moist, well-drain, 

hardwood  

 

A, B [Smooth; With Peels] 

Bark Top: youngest or highest. 

Bottom: oldest. Further inf. at 

orange ref. 

 

Gray Birch        A J4 L1 Py Y4 
Betula populifolia  

 
gray birch triangle, coarse-teeth, tail  

 
gray birch Earltown Mountain 

 
gray birch Nelsonôs Park, Tata. 

 
gray birch Warren Dr., Bible Hill 

 
gray birch Earltown Mountain 
 

Gray Birch  
CONTAINS: Betulin 

BARK: White or gray, dark 

lenticels, no peels, black chevrons 

at branch base to protect from 

fungus > same. Some may get 

woodpecker holes. See J4.  

HABITAT: follows clear cuts, 

burns, or old farmed land. Dry, 

sandy. Intolerant. 

B Smooth Bark with Peels 

See mountain ash & pin cherry at C 

 

White Birch    B J3 Meg Py Y4 

Betula papyrifera  

 
white birch egg-shape, irregular teeth

 
white birch, Shubie Canal, Dartmouth 

 
white birch Rec. Park, Bible Hill  

 
white birch Shorttôs Lake, Colchester C. 

 
white birch Shorttôs Lake 

 

White Birch  
CONTAINS: Betulin 

BARK: White with orange or pink 

tint, Betulin, light lenticels, thin 

curly peels > white to creamy, 

thicker and wider peels > gray, 

rough. Some may get burls. See J3.  

HABITAT : follows clear cuts. 

Forest slope, shore. Intolerant. 

Copyright © 2017 by Norris 
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Yellow Birch B J6 Nh Py T2 Y4 

Betula alleghaniensis  

  
yellow birch heart-shape, irregular teeth

 
yellow birch Earltown Lake 1 

 
yellow birch Earltown Mountain.  

 
yellow birch Biorachan Rd., Earltown  

 
yellow birch Earltown Biorachan Rd.  
 

Yellow Birch 
CONTAINS: Betulin, methyl  

salicylate 

BARK: GRAY YELLOWISH, thin 

long lenticels, frilly peels, inner 

bark wintergreen > bronze ï silver 

gray, thin lenticels, frillier .  > 

irregular frilled plates. Some have 

frost ribs. See J6.  

HABITAT: Moist, rich, hillsides. 



C Warty Hort. Lenticels> 

+I1 Man. Maple H  

 

Northern Mountain Ash  
Sorbus Americana C K7 Pyb V1 

 
mountain ash: pinnate, fine-toothed

mountain ash Warren Dr., Bible Hill  

 
mountain ash Holy Well Park, Bible H. 

 
mountain ash Tatamagouche Village 

 
mountain ash Farmers Market, Truro 

 

Northern Mountain Ash 
showy mountain ash, b 

CONTAINS: hydrogen cyanide, 

parascorbic acid 

BARK: Gray, smooth, warty buff 

to orange lenticels > longer warty 

lenticels, little rolls of peeling bark 

cracked patches.  

HABITAT : moist, cool, high 

elevation       Copyright © 2017 by 

Norris Whiston All rights reserved. 

Bark Top: youngest or highest. 

Bottom: oldest. Further inf. at 

orange ref. 
 

Pin CherryC J1 Oln Pp Q3 U3 

Prunus pensylvanica 

 
pin cherry: lance, toothed, tipped 

 
pin cherry Industrial Ave., Truro   

 
pin cherry Warren Dr., Bible Hill 

pin cherry 

 
pin cherry Industrial Ave., Truro 

 

Pin cherry 
CONTAINS: hydrogen cyanide 

BARK: Reddish brown smooth, 

warty orange lenticels > silver bark 

warty lenticels, little rolls of 

peeling bark.  Some get black knot 

canker. See J1.  

HABITAT : clearings, hills, roads, 

burns.  

D Warty Lent.> Scales 

 

 

Wild Apple      D Oel Q5 V1 

Malus pumila (M. domestica) 

 
wild apple round - elliptical, wavy tooth 

 
wild apple Shorttôs Lake, Colchester C. 

 
wild apple Earltown Mountain 3 

 
crab apple Duke St., Truro 

 
wild apple Earltown Mountain 3 

 

Wild apple 
CONTAINS: hydrogen cyanide, 

methyl acetate 

BARK: Brownish green, warty 

lenticels > gray with some 

brownish green, vertical squarish 

scales > loose squarish scales 

HABITAT: roadsides, old 

farmlands 

 

Bark Top: youngest or highest. 

Bottom: oldest. Further inf. at 

orange ref. 

 

Black Cherry 
Prunus serotina   D Oln Po Q2 U2 

 
black cherry lance, fine-toothed 

 
black cherry River Phillip, Cumberland 

 
black cherry Oxford Park, Cumberland 

black cherry Oxford Park, Cumberland 

 
black cherry Oxford Park, Cumberland 

 

Black Cherry 
CONTAINS: hydrogen cyanide 

BARK: Reddish brown to grayish 

brown smooth, gray linear lenticels 

> irregular curl-outward scales with 

lenticels; bark and twigs have bitter 

almond smell 

HABITAT: moist-dry, woods, 

thickets  
          [Warty; Warty > Scales] C, D  



  

(Alien but Fun) 

London Plane                
Platanus x acerifolia          D L5 Py 

 
London plane 3-5 lobes, short pointed 

 
London plane Alumni Gardens, Bible H 

 
London plane HFX Public Gardens  

 
London plane Alumni Gardens, Bible H 

 
London plane Alumni Gardens, Bible H 

 

London Plane / Buttonwd  
BARK: green, white, tan scales 

puzzle-like, flake off > small scales 

with barkless spots >   narrow flat 

vert. ridges horiz blocks, steep 

furrows 

HABITAT : poorly drain, rich 

lowlands 

 

 

 
D, E [Scales; Diamond Lenticels] 

E Diamond Lenticels > 

Also striped maple F. 

Trembling Aspen 
Populus tremuloides E Meg Po Py Y 

 
trembling aspen egg-shape, fine, tip 

 
trembling aspen Warren Dr., Bible Hill 

 
trembling aspen Shubie Canal, Dart. 

 
trembling aspen Agritech, Bible Hill 

 
trembling aspen Warren Dr., Bible Hill 

 

Trembling Aspen 
CONTAINS: salicin, chrysin, 

tetrochrysin, populin, resin, and a 

volatile oil  

BARK: white powdery, ylw green, 

smooth, horizontal wrinkles > line 

of small diamond lenticels, > hort. 

lines abrupt change to rough bark > 

dark vert. cracks flat gray white 

ridge.  

HABITAT: follows clear cuts, or 

burns. Moist, well drained.  

 

 

Balsam Poplar          
Populus balsamifera       E Meg Py 

 
balsam p. egg-shaped, fine, sticky buds 

 
balsam poplar Rt 6 Pugwash Basin 

 
balsam poplar Rt 6 Pugwash Basin  

 
balsam poplar Tatamagouche Village

 
balsam poplar Alumni Gardens, B. H.  
 

Balsam Poplar 
CONTAINS: salicin (aroma), 

chrysin, tetrochrysin, populin, 

resin, and a volatile oil  

BARK: greenish red or brown, 

diamond lent. > diamond lent. line 

up hort. > gray-reddish vert.  

cracks, flat scaly vert ridges, hor. 

cracks   >   rough ridges some 

maintaining pyramid shape.  

HABITAT: moist, rich, edges of 

waters. 

Bark Top: youngest or highest. 

Bottom: oldest.  

Large-Toothed Aspen 
Populus grandidentata      E Meg Py

 
large-toothed: egg-shaped scallop teeth 

 
large-toothed aspen Industrial Park, Tr. 

 
large-toothed aspen Victoria Park Truro 

 
large-toothed aspen Pleasant St., Truro 

 
large-toothed aspen Warren Dr. B. H. 

Sim. White Poplar (Populus alba) bark 

Large-toothed Aspen 
CONTAINS: salicin (aroma), 

chrysin, tetrochrysin, populin, 

resin, and a volatile oil  

BARK: gray greenish, ylw gray, 

large diamond lenticels, > 

diamonds connect vertically, 

orange inner bark > rough rounded 

ridges with feet,  

HABITAT: follows clear cuts, or 

burns. Dry sandy.  
 



F Stripes > Vert. Cracks  

[See Norway Maple I1 ïorange stripes.] 

Striped Maple         
Acer pensylvanicum      F L3, Py R 

 
striped maple 3 lobes, tipped, large 

 
Stiped maple [Chain Lakes Trail] 

 
striped maple Rogart Mt. 1, Earltown  

 
striped maple Warren Dr., Bible Hill 

 
striped maple Rogart Mt. 2, Earltown  

 

Striped Maple 
BARK: orange green > white or 

green stripes on dark bk. > blackish 

stripes on reddish brown bk, light 

diamond lenticels > rough 

(cantaloupe-like) 

HABITAT: moist, cool, well drain 
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Indian Pear / Serviceberry   
Amel. arborea       F Oel Py Q5 V1 

 
Indian pear oval, fine saw-toothed 

 
Indian pear, serviceberry Warren Dr,BH 

 
Indian pear, serviceberry BH Warren Dr 

 
Indian pear, serviceberry Warren Dr BH 

 
Indian pear, serviceberry Warren Dr BH 
 

Indian pear / Serviceberry  
BARK: dark green stripes on light 

gray bark >   stretch marks > long 

dark flat vert. strips > some darken 

flat ridges, some twisting 

 

HABITAT: disturbed, barrens, 

shores 

 

G Vert. Cr ack >Vert. Strip  

 
Silver Maple                   
Acer saccharinum                   G L5 

 
silver maple 5 lobe, deep sinuses 

 
silver maple Cumming Hall, Bible Hill 

 
silver maple Cumming Hall, Bible Hill 

 
silver maple Cumming Hall, Bible Hill 

 
silver maple Victoria St., Truro  

 

Silver maple 
BARK: Gray silvery > gray, 

smooth, random vertical cracks >   

vert. plate-like strips curl flaky & 

less curling, brown stripes 

 

HABITAT: f lood plain, water 

edges 

{Woj098}  {Bol070}  {Aud264}  

 

 

Bark Top: youngest or highest. 

Bottom: oldest. Further inf. at 

orange ref. 

Hophornbeam / I ronwood 
Ostrya virginiana  G J4 Oel Py X4 

 
hophornbeam double-teeth, veins split 

 
hophornbeam / ironwood Balmoral M. 

 
hophornbeam / ironwood Balmoral M 

 
hophornbeam/ ironwood Earltown Lake

 
hophornbeam/ ironwood Earltown Lake 
 

Hophornbeam / ironwood 
BARK: gray stripes on brown to 

grayish brown > narrow vert. strips 

with loose ends (shingle-like) > 

vert. strips thicken, loose ends. 

Some get sap suckers holes. See J4.  

 

HABITAT: dry rich, slopes, ridges 

 
 [Stripes > Vert Cracks; Vert. Cracks 

> Vert Strips] F G 



G Vert. Crack>Vert. Strip  

continued 

 

Red Maple  
Acer rubrum   G J1 5 6; L3 Pr S1 X2 

red maple ï 3 lobe, sharp sinuses 

 
red maple Shorttôs Lake, Colchester Co.  

 
red maple Shubie Park, Dartmouth 

 
red maple Tennis Courts, Shorttôs Lake  

 
red maple Shorttôs Lake  
 

Red Maple 
CONTAINS: digallates 

BARK: Gray light, or white, 

smooth, random dark fine vertical 

cracks over smooth bark >   

consistent vert. plate-like strips > 

may curl. Some have target canker 

or frost crack. See J1, J6 

HABITAT: moist, swamps, 

watersides  

G H [Cracks > Strips; Brkn Rdg] 

 
 

 

Sugar Maple    
Acer saccharum     G K5 Po S1 X2 

sugar maple 5 lobes, u-shaped sinus

 
sugar maple Earltown Mountain 2 

 
sugar maple Earltown Mountain 2 

 
sugar maple Earltown Mountain 2 

 
sugar maple Earltown Mountain 2 

 

Sugar Maple 
BARK: Gray brownish [Whitish 

here], meandering vert. cracks fine 

horiz cracks >   vert. strips with 

horiz cracks, curl shingle like >   

detach, red inner bark no hor. 

HABITAT: moist, rich 
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H Ridges or Scales > 

Broken 

(See also white ash I1 & basswood I2.) 

Manitoba Maple/Box Elder  
Acer negundo         H K7 Py S2 X2 

 
Manitoba maple pinnate, lobed 

 
Manitoba maple Cobequid Trail, Truro 

 
Manitoba maple Laconia NH 

 
Manitoba maple Holy Well Park, BH 

 
Manitoba maple Laconia, NH 

 

Manitoba maple / Box 

Elder 
BARK: Brown gray >   light brown 

to gray, fine squarish scales / buff 

warty ORANGE lent.> furrows 

intersect ridges, hort. Blocks 

 

HABITAT: floodplain, near water, 

disturbed area, invasive 
 

 
 

 

Black Ash                  
Fraxinus nigra         H K7 Pgb X1 

 
black ash pinnate, lance, no stem 

 
black ash Point Pleasant Park, Halifax 

 
black ash Point Pleasant Park, Halifax 

 
black ash Point Pleasant Park, Halifax 

 
black ash Dal. U., South Street, Halifax 

 

Black Ash / Swamp Ash 
BARK: Brown light to gray > 

darker gray to gray brown, deep 

cracks, soft & corky >   thicker and 

knobby scaly (almost ridges) 

HABITAT: wet, very rich 

 

  



I1 Fine Vertical Ridges 

 

 

Norway Maple  

Acer platanoides    I1 L5 Py S2 X2  

 
Norway maple 5 lobes, u-shaped sinus 

 
Norway maple Warren Dr., Bible Hill 

 
Norway maple Warren Dr., Bible Hill 

 
Norway maple Pleasant St., Truro  

 
Norway maple WOW Trail Laconia NH 
 

Norway maple 
BARK: Brown to gray, smooth 

striped > dev. vert. cracks orange 

tint > narrow intersecting ridges & 

diamond furrows >   wide flat 

ridges with feet 

HABITAT: urban, roadside, 

invasive 
Copyright © 2017 by Norris Whiston 
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Bark Top: youngest or highest. 

Bottom: oldest. Further inf. at 

orange ref. 

White Ash I1 K7 Pp Pyb S1 X1 

Fraxinus americana 

 
white ash pinnate, oval, stemmed

 
white ash Shorttôs Lake, Colchester Co. 

 
white ash Shorttôs Lake, Colchester Co. 

 
white ash Cox Field, Bible Hill  

 
white ash Balmoral Grist Mill, Col. Co. 

 

White ash 
CONTAINS: betulin 

BARK: Brownish gray to gray, 

squarish scales - shallow spongy 

ridges > vert cracks with horiz 

cracks breaking to blocks > thin 

soft intersect ridges, > flat jagged 

ridges with feet 

HABITAT: moist, well drain, rich 

 

I2 Wider Ridges > Loose 

Intersect                           

Basswood / Linden  

Tilia Americana    I2 Nas Py S2 Y2 

 
basswood asymmetrical, fine teeth

 
basswood / linden Pleasant St., Truro 

 
basswood / linden Weirs Beach, NH 

 
basswood / linden Prince St., Truro 

 
basswood/ linden Main S. Kingston MA 
 

Basswood / Linden 
Contains mucilage, flavonoids  and 

tannins. 

 BARK: Brown light to light gray, 

orange vert. cracks with HORIZ 

CRACKS and jigs and jags >   flat 

vertical ridges spongy >   loosely 

intersect ridge, curves around 

branch. 

HABITAT: moist, rich, often 

slopes.  

 
 

 

Burr Oak  
Quercus macrocarpaI2 L7 Pyb Y3 

burr oak 7 lobes, round tips, wide sinus 

 
burr oak Holy Well Park, Bible Hill 

 
burr oak Victoria Park, Truro 

burr oak Holy Well Park, Bible Hill 

 
burr oak Alumni Gardens, Bible Hill 

 

Burr Oak  
CONTAINS: Quercitrin, tannic 

acid, terpene, and resin. 

BARK: branches & trunk with 

wings > cracks > gray light thin 

vertical strips > flat rough ridges 

loosely intersecting, rope-like.  

Thick bark is fire resistant. 

HABITAT: moist, rich  

[Fine Vertical Ridges, Wider 

Ridges] I1, I2 



Bark Top: youngest or highest. 

Bottom: oldest. Further inf. at 

orange ref. 

Willow                             

Salix spp.  I2 J2, Oln Y 

 
willow lance, + various others 

 
willow Rt 6 Pugwash Basin   

 
willow Rt. 6 Pugwash Basin 

 
willow Warren Dr., Bible Hill  

 
willow Tennis Court, Shortôs Lake 
 

Willow  
CONTAINS: tannin, salicin. 

BARK: dark brown to black, scaly, 

brittle, hard flat vert. strips > loose 

flaky flat strips / ridges, may 

intersect > broken looking.  . See J2 

willow pine cone gall.  

HABITAT: moist, wetlands, water  

 

I2 I3 [Wider Ridges; Thick > 

Weaving]  

I3 Thick Ridges > Weaving  

(See also large-toothed aspen E & 

Norway maple I1.) 

Northern Red Oak 
Quercus rubra  I3 J2 L7 Pr T1 Y3 

 
northern red oak 7 lobes, pointed tips

 
northern red oak Cath. Cem., Denmark  

 
northern red oak WOW Trail, Laconia 

 
northern red oak Lake Ainslie C. Breton  

 
northern red oak WOW Trail , Laconia  
 

Northern Red Oak 
CONTAINS: the tannic acid - 

Quercitrin, terpene, & resin. 

BARK: greenish brown grn-gray 

smth round buff lent > widens  with 

orange inner bark > deep cracks, 

(red inbk) flat concentric loosely 

intersecting ridges > rough. Some 

have oak apple or bullet gall. [J2]. 

HABITAT: well drain, mixed, 

deciduous 

 

 
 

American Elm 
Ulmus americana I3 Nas Py X3 

 
elm asymmetrical, double teeth

 
American elm Point Pleasant, Halifax 

 
American elm Main Street Bible Hill  

 
American elm Main Street, Bible Hill 

 
American elm Main Street, Bible Hill 

 

American Elm  
BARK: Brown to grayish brown, 

scales or vert. strips SPONGY, 

dark light layers, soft >   long 

diamond furrows weaving intersect 

ridges > very old bark has small 

layers upon larger layers, upon 

larger layers, etc.  

HABITAT : moist, rich 

 

 

 
 

Black Locust I3 K7 Pgb Q6 W 

Robinia pseudoacacia 

 
black locust pinnate, oval, thorn

 
black locust Park Street, Truro 

 
black locust WOW Trail, Laconia NH 

 
black locust WOW Trail, Laconia NH 

 
black locust WOW Trail, Laconia NH 

 

Black locust 
CONTAINS: methyl acetate & 

acetic acid  

BARK: brown, rough, broad gray-

brown flat weaving, intersecting 

ridges, > fine horizontal cracks 

deep furrows, lumpy ridges with 

inter-connecting feet   

HABITAT: disturbed, roadsides  
 

 



J Cankers, Galls, & Other 

Deformations 

J1 Cankers (from fungi) 

 
beech canker on beech A {Woj82}  

 
circular canker on beech A {Woj77}  

 
circular canker on beech A {Woj77}  

 
target canker, red maple G J1 J5 J6 L3 

Pr S1 X2 S254 

 
perennial canker on red maple G J1 J5 

J6 L3 Pr S1 X2 {Stokes253} {Woj77} 

 
black knot canker on pin cherry C J1 

Oln Pp Q3 U3 {Stokes254} 

 

 

 
 

 
witchôs broom / mistletoe on spruce 
Earltown Lakes 

 
witchôs broom on spruce 

 

 

J2 Galls (from insects) 

 
oak apple gall on northern red oak I3 J2 

L7 Pr T1 Y3 {Stokes163} 

  
willow pine cone gall on willow I2 Oln 

Y {Stokes169} 
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J3 Burls 

 
burl on spruce {Woj79}  

Earltown Mountain 

 
burl {Woj79} Pine Mt., Gorham NH 

 
burl on white birch B [BH Rec. Park] 

 

J4 Sapsucker holes 

 
sapsucker holes on hophornbeam  G J4 

Oel Py X4 {Woj71}

 
woodpecker holes on gray birch A J4 

L1 Py Y4 {Woj71}  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

J5 Scars Healing 

 
scar unknown origin, with growth rings 

BH Warren Dr. {Woj64} 

 
scar on red maple G J1 J5 J6 L3 Pr S1 

X2 {Woj64}  

 
scar Norway maple       I1 L5 Py S2 X2 

J6 Frost Cracks & & Fr.  

Ribs 

 
frost crack on red maple G J1 J5 J6 L3 

Pr S1 X2 {Woj67}  BH Warren Dr. 

 
frost rib on yellow birch B J6 Nh Py T2 

Y4 {Woj67}  

 

 

 [Cankers Galls, Burls, holes, Ribs]  J  

 

 



Leaves (Trees and Shrubs) 

K7 Pinnate Compound  

Also false spiraea, shrubby cinquefoil 

 
black locust   Leaflets are oval and 

smooth {Bol202} {Lit526} {PetL184} 
{Ptd90}{Woj126}       I3 K7 Pgb Q6 W 

 
Manitoba maple [TOWNS] Leaflets 

are oval and lobed {Bol172} { Lit572} 

{Ptd64} {Woj88} H K7 Py S2 X2 

 
white ash Leaflets oval, stemmed, 

finely teeth or smth {Bol173} {Dow2} 
{Fos298} {Lit647} {MKi65 }  {Ptd62} 

{Woj174}  I1 K7 Pp Pyb S1 X 

 
black ash  Leaflets dark green, oval to 

lance, no stems finely toothed, tipped. 
{Bol175} {Dow2} {Lit650} {Ptd062} 

{Woj176}  H K7 Pgb X1 

 
northern mountain ash lftets lance-

shaped, finely tthed. {Blo20} {Bol19 7} 

{Dwt120}  {Lac75} { Lit510} {MKi83} 
{Ptd96{Woj218}  C K7 Pyb V1 See Q4 

K7 K5 Compound  

 

 

 

 

Black Locust  

Robinia pseudoacacia 

Contains methyl acetate & acetic acid 

Native to central Appalachians.  

FLOWER CLUSTER: "Make 

outstanding fritters." SEEDS: 

Bobwhite, pheasant, mourning dove, 
rabbit, deer. SEEDS, LEAVES, BARK, 

SHOOTS, ROOTS: POISONOUS.  

WOOD: Strong, hard, durable. Virginia 
Indians used for bows. PLANTED: For 

fence posts. 

 

 

Manitoba Maple / Box Elder 

Acer negundo   
Manitoba Maple / Box Elder Sprouts 

often come from lower trunk.  SEEDS: 

Squirrels and songbirds. Provides 
winter foods for evening grosbeaks and 

pine grosbeaks.  SAP: Plains Indian 

made sap into sugar.  WOOD: White 
soft used in boxes. PLANTED: 

Originally as ornamental, now invasive. 
  

 

 

White Ash  
Fraxinus americana  

LEAVES & ROOTS: Contains betulin 
which resists bacteria, fungus, and 

insects.  SAP: Amerindians sometimes 

made dark bitter sugar. INNER BARK: 
Mi'kmaq, Maliseet, Abenaki, Iroquois 

used it for women's ailments, wounds.  

Amerindians wash for sores, itching ... 
Inner bark made yellow dye. WOOD: 

Durable for oars, tool handles, 

snowshoes, tennis rackets, baseball bats, 
and hockey sticks. 

 

 

Black Ash  

Fraxinus nigra  

RARE!! WOOD: Amerindians split 
short logs along growth rings into thin 

sheets. Woven for baskets. Made into 

chair seats & barrel hoops. Rare caused 
by its overuse in basket making and for 

furniture veneers. 

 

 

 

Northern Mountain Ash  

Showy Mountain ash / Dogberry 

Sorbus decora  

Contains cyanide compounds and 

parascorbic acid POMES: bitter, after 

ripening mellows, iron and vit. C, for 

scurvy: mountain ash jelly. Cedar 
waxwing, grosbeaks, robins, other 

songbirds, ruffed grouse, ptarmigan, 

fisher, marten, black bear; LEAVES: 
cyanide POISONOUS, Mi'kmaq: 

induce vomiting. TWIGS: hares, deer, 

moose. INNER BARK: astringent used 
medically.  

BARK: beaver, heavily browsed by 

moose.  Mi'kmaq teas for stomach 
pains, child birth, vaginal infections.   
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American mountain ash long-pointed 
lance tth, fruit smaller than northern ma 

{Blo020} {Bol195} {Dwt118} 
{Fos311} {Lacey75} {Lit510} 

{MKi083} {PetL18 8} {Ptd096}  

{Ryn093} {Scott45} {Woj218} K7 

 
red elderberry  Leaflets lance sharp tth 

undulating edge { Blo056} {Bol178} 
{ MKi125}{Ptd060}K7 Q1 U1

 
common elderberry Leaflets elliptical-

lance, finely toothed. {Blo50} 

{Bol177} {Lacey84} {Lit669} 
{MKi125} {Ptd60} K7 Q4 U4 

 
staghorn sumac Leaflets lance, 
toothed, limp, hairy stem. {Blo024} 

{Bol199} {Den304} {Dow120} 

{Lacey58} {Lit551} {MKi090} 
{Ptd104} K7, Pp, Q1 U1 

K5 Palmately Compound 
5 centered leaflets also dewberry 

 
Vir ginia creeper [TOWNS] Leaflets 

coarse-toothed. {Bol183} {Den307} 

{Dwt184}  {MKi154}  K5 Pr  

 

American Mountain Ash  

Sorbus americana   
Contains cyanide compounds and 

parascorbic acid See Northern mountain 

ash for human uses and for animals and 

birds uses 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Red Elderbery 

Sambucus racemose 

Contains hydrogen cyanide. 
FRUIT: POISONOUS to humans. Fed 

on by 43 species of birds including 

pheasants, mourning doves; BUDS: 
Ruffed grouse. LEAVES: TOXIC. 

TWIGS: Deer, moose. [] Twigs 

hollowed out pith for pipe stems, maple 
syrup spiles, & toy blow guns. 

 

Common Elderberry 

Sambucus canadensis 

Contains hydrogen cyanide. 
FLOWERS: Mi'kmaq & Malecite teas 

for sweating, inducing sleep, urine flow. 

Yellow dye. FRUIT: Vit. A, Vit. C, & 
protein, but CAREFUL, has 

hydrocyanic acid, Cooked for jams, 

jellies, wine. Purple dye. 43 bird 
species, robins, catbirds, mourning 

dove, pheasant, wild turkey; LEAVES: 

Insect repellent TOXIC. Green dye. 
TWIGS: Algonquians removed pith for 

flutes, whistles and maple syrup spiles; 

PITH balls: electrical experiments. 
BARK: Maritime Indians as emetic. 

COVER: alder flycatchers, goldfinches, 

yellow warblers.  

 

Staghorn Sumac  
Rhus typhina  
Contains tannic and gallic acid. ALL 

PARTS POISONOUS to humans, can 

cause severe dermatitis.  FRUIT: 93 
species of birds. Winter food of ruffed 

grouse and deer.  High in vitamin A.  

Berries soaked, strained to remove 
hairs, boiled to remove tannin and bitter 

taste.  BERRIES, LEAVES, ROOTS: 

Made yellow, red, black dyes. 
BERRIES & BARK: Made ink. 

LEAVES: Sold to tanneries for light-

colored leather.  STEMS: Amerindians 
made flutes. PLANTED: Ornamental 

for thick summer green foliage, fall's 

reds, and winter's red fruit. Checks 

erosion.   

 

Virginia Creeper / Woodbine 

Parthenocissus quinquefolia  

Contains oxalic acid.  

Alien.  Introduced from eastern North 
America.  BERRIES Mildly TOXIC to 

humans. Eaten by winter birds. 

LEAVES: Considered poisonous. Deer 
and livestock browse.  COVER: For 

birds and mammals. PLANTED: As 

garden climber, for soil stabilization, 
and for its bright red autumn foliage.  

 

 


